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THE 


annual  Report  of  lie  piemcal  Officer  of  Realltt 

TO  THE 

PENZANCE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

FOR  THE  VEHR  1900. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1900. 

Inspection  of  the  District:  House  Accommodation 

and  Repairs. 

During  the  year  all  parts  of  the  district  have  been  inspected.  The  proportion 
of  houses  to  the  population  would  appear  to  be  fully  adequate.  24  new  houses  were 
certified  in  1900.  496  notices  were  issued  in  the  name  of  your  Authority  of  various 

sanitary  defects  (dilapidated  houses,  defective  closets,  choked  drains,  in  a  few 
instances  overcrowding),  and  264  nuisances  abated.  33  dwellings  were  structurally 
improved,  and  25  house  drains  repaired.  7  closets  were  built,  and  24  repaired. 
Lime  and  the  use  of  a  brush  were  supplied  to  165  persons.  21  old  cottages  were 
closed  after  purchase  by  the  Authority  for  purposes  of  street  improvement.  The 
inmates  do  not  appear  to  have  experienced  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  accom¬ 
modation  elsewhere. 

School  Buildings. 

On  visiting  the  Schools  I  have  noticed  a  higher  level  of  cleanliness  of  their 
interiors.  The  sanitary  conveniences  are  well  kept,  and  do  not  seem  to  have 
given  any  trouble  during  the  year. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

The  one  in  use  is  well  kept.  The  additional  one,  opened  and  registered  in 
1899,  has  now  been  for  some  months  closed. 

Drainage. 

The  work  carried  out  on  the  Leskinnick  Estate  appears  to  have  remedied  the 
defective  drainage  formerly  complained  of. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  Boscathnoe  Well  has  again  proved  during  the  summer  months  an  indis¬ 
pensable  auxiliary  to  our  water  supply.  Your  Authority  will  shortly  have  eight  or 
nine  water  schemes  laid  before  you  for  your  consideration.  The  diversion  of  the 
drainage  of  Boswednan  during  the  year  has  removed  one  of  the  possible  sources 
of  pollution  of  our  present  supply,  but  Trengwainton  and  Hendra  Farm  still 
remain  as  dangers  to  be  dealt  with. 

Public  Urinals,  Closets,  &c. 

The  Railway  Station  closets  and  urinals  continue  to  be  maintained  in  good 

condition. 

Two  public  urinals  have  been  repaired  during  the  year.  The  Davy  urinal  has 
been,  structurally,  much  improved. 

Scavenging:. 

The  scavenging  of  the  Borough  by  your  Authority  continues  to  be  well  conducted. 

Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 

and  IVlilkshops. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  18  bakehouses,  18  slaughter-houses,  and  32  dairies, 
cowsheds,  and  milkshops.  All  are  registered  and  inspected. 

Vaccination. 

Vaccination  appears  to  be  well  administered. 

Seizure  of  Food. 

One  lot  of  Mackerel  was  seized  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

“Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs”  Acts. 

Twenty-three  samples  were  taken  during  1900.  These  included  milk,  butter, 
margarine,  pepper,  and  five  samples  of  beer  examined  for  arsenic.  The  beer 
samples  represented  five  breweries  supplying  the  cheaper  beers  sold  by  the 
licensed  victuallers  of  the  town.  No  arsenic  was  found.  Of  the  other  commodities 
only  two  (of  milk,  affecting  one  milk-seller)  were  found  on  analysis  to  be  below 
the  standard  of  purity.  The  milk-seller  was  prosecuted  and  fined. 

Interim  Reports  in  1900. 

As  in  previous  years  fortnightly  reports  dealing  with  sickness,  deaths,  nuisances, 
defects  in  houses,  water-fittings,  &c.,  have  been  regularly  made  to  your  Authority 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Borough  Plumber; 


* 
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and  the  usual  monthly  reports  have  been  regularly  sent  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council  Sanitary  Committee. 

No  special  report  has  been  called  for  during  the  year. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

In  1900  there  were  registered  305  births  (158  male,  147  female)  and  197  deaths 
(90  male,  107  female),  giving  a  natural  increase  of  108.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
the  male  births  are  1 1  in  excess  of  the  female ;  the  female  deaths  1 7  in  excess 
of  the  male.  The  births  are  12,  the  deaths  40,  below  the  average  of  the 
preceding  10  years. 

The  Birth-rate  is,  as  usual,  moderate  (24-43),  and  the  Death-rate  stands  at  the 
satisfactory  figure  of  1578.  Correcting  the  latter  by  the  elimination  of  nine  deaths 
of  non-residents,  we  obtain  the  moderate  rate  for  our  residents  of  15  "06,  being 
2 ’82  below  the  average  of  the  10  preceding  years. 

The  Infantile  mortality-rate  is  17377,  which  compares  favourably  with  the 
1890-9  average  ( 1 88 ' 1 )-  The  zymotic  death-rate — 1‘28 — is  the  same  as  in  1899, 
and  77  below  the  1896-8  average. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  (53)  is  seven  below  the  average 
of  the  10  preceding  years. 

Deaths  arranged  according  to  Age-periods. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  at  the  various  age-periods  compared  with 
the  averages  (omitting  fractions)  at  the  same  for  the  four  preceding  years : — 

All  ages.  o — 1.  1 — 5.  5 — 15.  15 — 25.  25 — 65.  65  &  upwards. 

19°°-  197  53  11  3  5  68  57 

Av.  1896-9.  221  57  14  4  10  69  65 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  saving  has  been  at  all  age-periods,  and  is  proportion¬ 
ately  most  marked  at  ages  between  15  and  25. 

Seasonal  Distribution  of  Deaths. 

The  following  table  shows  the  seasonal  distribution  of  deaths,  compared  with 
the  averages  (omitting  fractions)  of  the  four  preceding  years  : — 


1900. 

Average  1896-9 

1  st  Ouarter 

59 

63 

2nd 

52 

46 

3rd 

47 

6l 

4th 

39 

51 

197 

22  1 
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It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  a  saving  of  four 
lives  on  the  average.  Analysis  shows  that  the  gain  was  distributed  between  the 
two  extremes  of  life.  Nevertheless,  the  deaths  from  ordinary  respiratory  diseases 
were  50  per  cent,  above  the  average,  and  there  were  five  deaths  from  influenza. 
February  and  March  were  cold,  wet,  and  squally  months,  and  the  average  number 
of  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  nearly  doubled  during  their  continuance. 

In  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  the  deaths  were  six  above  the  average.  Here 
the  stress  fell  upon  infant  life,  and  the  respiratory  deaths  were  almost  treble  the 
1896-9  average  during  the  months  of  April  and  May. 

In  the  third  quarter  we  find  a  saving  of  14  lives.  The  saving;  is  shown  in 

nearly  all  classes  of  disease,  and  is  distributed  between  all  age-periods. 

In  the  fourth  quarter  the  deaths  are  12  below  the  average.  Here  the  saving 

has  been  chiefly  at  the  two  extremes  of  life.  As  in  the  third  quarter  deaths  from 

respiratory  diseases  were  about  one-third  only  of  the  average,  there  having  been 
in  this  class  only  four  deaths  since  May  The  fourth  quarter,  however,  and 
especially  December,  was  marked  by  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  from  heart 
disease.  This  I  am  inclined  to  associate  with  sudden  changes  of  barometric 
pressure. 

The  principal  rates  for  the  quarters  are  as  follows.  (I  give  those  for  England 
and  Wales  for  purposes  of  comparison) — 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

1  st  Quarter — Penzance  ... 

29'  1 

18-88 

72 

135*8 

,,  England  and 

Wales 

30-3 

22-9 

1  '59 

148 

2nd  Quarter — Penzance  ... 

. . . 

2176 

16-64 

•96 

191-18 

,,  England  and 

Wales 

29’3 

17-7 

1  -6i 

13  I 

3rd  Quarter — Penzance  ... 

... 

25-28 

1 5 ’04 

3  ’84 

291-14 

,,  England  and 

W  ales 

28-8 

16-5 

3  ’05 

188 

4th  Quarter — Penzance  ... 

... 

21-47 

12-48 

0 

89'55 

Non-Residents 

and 

Deaths 

at  the  West  Cornwall  Infirmary. 

Included  in  the  above  deaths  are  those  of  nine  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
district.  Of  these  three  died  at  the  West  Cornwall  Infirmary :  one  from  Heart 
Disease,  one  from  Phthisis,  one  from  Tubercular  Meningitis.  Other  deaths  of 
visitors  are  one  from  Pneumonia,  one  from  Phthisis,  one  from  Gastric  Ulcer,  one 
(an  infant)  from  “  Marasmus,”  one  from  Senile  decay,  one  from  accident  upon 
a  fishing-boat. 

One  death  of  a  resident  took  place  at  the  West  Cornwall  Infirmary — that  of  a 
child  eight  months  old,  after  operation,  followed  by  Pneumonia. 


Causes  of  Death. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  among  our  own  people  are  shown  in  the  following 
table,  averages  of  the  same  being  also  given  for  the  four  preceding  years  : — 

lemic  Influenza. 

6 

I 

Heart  Disease. 

13 

!5‘25 

Three  of  the  deaths  from  Influenza  took  place  in  January,  two  in  March,  and 
one  in  July.  This  is  a  most  unusual  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause,  the  average 
from  1890-9  being  only  1 -8.  The  death  from  Diphtheria  is  the  first  recorded 
since  1895.  Other  deaths  were  five  from  Enteritis,  three  from  Cirrhosis  of  Liver, 
and  three  from  Tubercular  diseases  other  than  Phthisis.  The  deaths  also  include 
five  of  children  prematurely  born,  two  of  persons  from  accident,  and  three  from 
suicide. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were:  Diphtheria  2,  Erysipelas  4, 
Scarlatina  13.  The  average  number  of  these  notified  1896-9  are  o,  n'25,  and 
2975  respectively. 

• 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  died  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it.  The 
other  was  mild  in  character.  The  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  mild.  The  cases  of 
Scarlatina  were  confined  to  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  were  associated  with 
one  death  (a  child  of  14  months).  To  these  cases  disinfectants  have  been  supplied 
where  lacking. 

Seven  houses  were  disinfected  by  your  Authority,  as  well  as  five  lots  of  bedding 
and  clothing.  Exclusion  from  schools  and  from  Free  Library  privileges  were 
insisted  upon. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  no  case  of  Typhoid  Fever,  among  residents  or 
non-residents,  has  been  notified  or  ascertained  to  exist  during  the  past  year. 

Other  Infectious  Disorders. 

Three  cases  of  Measles  were  seen  during  July,  and  two  of  Chicken-pox  in 
August.  During  the  two  last  months  of  the  year  about  a  score  of  cases  of 
German  Measles  were  seen  among  school-children.  Precautions  have  been  taken 
to  exclude  the  affected  from  schools,  &c.,  attended.  All  these  cases  have  been 
of  the  mildest  character.  I  have  removed  several  from  the  schools  on  visitation. 


Measles. 


I9OO. 

Av.  1896-9. 


I 

3 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Epid 


1-25 


I 

o 


Diarrhoea. 


I9OO. 

Av.  1896-9. 


12 

!3’25 


Phthisis. 


Cancer. 


13 

12-25 


IO 

13 


Respiratory 

Diseases. 


32 

26-25 
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Hospital  Accommodation. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  use  our  Cottage  Hospital  or  Hospital  Tent 
during  the  past  year. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  our  accommodation  may  at  any  time 
prove  inadequate  to  an  emergency,  and  I  hope  that  you  may  at  an  early  date 
again  consider  the  question  of  a  new  and  larger  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
equipped  with  Steam  Disinfector,  &c. 

Mortuary. 

The  privilege  of  using  the  Mortuary  at  the  West  Cornwall  Infirmary  for  cases 
of  non-infectious  deaths  continues.  Your  Authority  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
your  decision  to  erect,  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  a  Mortuary  of  your  own  in  a 
convenient  position. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


5,  Morrab  Road, 

Penzance, 

January  iph.  igoi. 


Yours  faithfully, 

RICHARD  DAVEY  BOASE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  Penzance. 
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PENZANCE  CLIMATOLOGICAL  RECORD  FOR  1900. 

(Under  the  supervision  of  the  Royal  Meteorological  Society). 


TEMPERATURE. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

Maximum . 

5+'  0 

54'  5 

53'  0 

62-  0 

66"  5 

69-  0 

79'  3 

76-  0 

72-  0 

64-  2 

59'  0 

57"  5 

Minimum . 

33'  6 

30-  0 

3r  8 

36-  8 

39'  5 

00 

O 

4*- 

00 

O 

49'  0 

43"  0 

OO 

Cn 

34"  0 

00 

0 

Mean  Maximum 

5°'69 

48-68 

46-97 

54'99 

57*57 

63-26 

68-63 

67-17 

6579 

59-63 

54' '8 

53-55 

Mean  Minimum 

+3 -6i 

3807 

OO 

44'52 

47‘3° 

53*33 

57  oz 

54*8 1 

53-88 

49-37 

44-95 

46-58 

Mean  of  Means 

+7  ’ 1 5 

43*37 

42  64 

49'75 

52*34 

58'29 

62-83 

60-99 

59-84 

54-50 

49-56 

50-06 

Mean  Range 

7'o8 

1061 

8-66 

iq'47 

1 0-07 

992 

1 1  *6 1 

1236 

11-91 

10-25 

9-23 

6-96 

Mean  of  Maxima  . 

Mean  of  Minima  . 

Mean  Temperature  for  the  Year 
Mean  Temperature  for  Winter  Months 

Winter  Mean  Range . 

Total  Sunshine  . 

Average  Daily  Sunshine  .  5 

Mean  Humidity . 

Rainfall  during  Year . 


.  57*59- 

.  •••  47*65. 

.  ’•••  52*6i. 


49*54- 


.  879. 

1900  hours  10  minutes, 
hours  12  minutes  22  seconds. 


79. 

48-85  inches. 


CHARLES  H.  BENN,  F.R.  Met.  Soc., 


Borough  Meteorologist. 


